
Pollinator Teaching Collection
Scientific name Common name BQB # Significance

1 Bombus sp. Bumble bee 80J____ Bumblebees are a special bee pollinator in that they perform "buzz pollination" which allows for 
the release of pollen from a flowering plant. This specific form of pollination makes the 
bumblebee an important insect; since not many insects perform this action. 

2 Acmaeodera decipiens Metallic wood-boring beetle 110C0069A Many Acmaeodera can be found on flowers and mimic wasps with bright colorations. These 
jewel beetles are very unique and interesting insects to study and their bright colors make them 
even more attractive to insect lovers. 

3 Acmaeodera rubronotata Metallic wood-boring beetle 110C0061A Many Acmaeodera can be found on flowers and mimic wasps with bright colorations. These 
jewel beetles are very unique and interesting insects to study and their bright colors make them 
even more attractive to insect lovers. 

4 Apis mellifera Honey bee 80J0054A Honey bees are one of the agriculture industry's leading insect pollinators. They are considered 
generalist pollinators and visit a wide variety of both agricultural and flowering plants. 

5

Apis dorsata
Rock Bee, Giant Honey Bee 80J0048A

Apis dorsata, the rock bee or giant honey bee, is a honey bee of South and Southeast Asia. 
Nests are mainly built in exposed places far off the ground, like on tree limbs, under cliff 
overhangs, and under buildings. These social bees are known for their aggressive defense 
strategies and vicious behavior when disturbed. Though the species is not domesticated, 
indigenous peoples have traditionally used it as a source of honey and beeswax, a practice 
known as honey hunting.

6

Apis florea
Asian Dwarf Honey Bee 80J0047A

The dwarf honey bee (or red dwarf honey bee) has a much wider distribution than its sister 
species, Apis andreniformis. Apis florea have open nests and small colonies, which makes 
them more susceptible to predation than cavity nesters with large numbers of defensive 
workers. The species is an important pollinator in many parts of its range and its nests are 
occasionally exploited as a source of wild honey.

7

Apis cerana indica
Indian honey bee 80J0049A

Apis cerana indica, the Indian honey bee, is a subspecies of Asiatic honey bee. It is one of the 
predominant bees found and domesticated in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Myanmar, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and mainland Asia. Relatively non-aggressive and rarely exhibiting 
swarming behavior, it is ideal for beekeeping. It is similar to the European honeybee (Apis 
mellifera), which tends to be slightly larger and can be easily distinguished.

8 Agrilaxia brunneipennis Metallic wood-boring beetle 110C0563 This species of beetle pollinates flowers as well. It is part of the Buprestidae family and one of 
the three genus that are considered frequent flower visitors and contribute to pollination. 

9 Megacyllene robiniae Locust borer 126C4300A This species of longhorn beetle mimics wasps and bees with its yellow and black stripes ad jjst 
like them it is an important pollinator of many flowers. 

10 Chauliognathus pennsylvanicus Pennsylvania leatherback 43C0020A Soldier beetles can be found on flowers feeding on other insects, and this specific species is 
one of the many that pollinate flowers as they hunt for food. It typically visits goldenrod and 
other flowering plants. 

11 Anisonyx ursus Bear monkey beetle 1C6026 This species of scarab beetle is a frequent pollinator of many flowers, though many of the 
monkey beetles are known to pollinate peacock moreas plants from South Africa. 

12 Mordella marginata Tumbling flower beetle 47C0010A Many species of tumbling flower beetle will visit flowers for pollen as a food source. They are 
called so because of their ability to fall from a flower when spotted. 

13 Vespula pensylvanica Western Yellowjacket 62J0117A Despite all of the bad press they garner with foraging forays into backyard barbecues, Vespula 
pensylvanica is a very useful species in its native range, which includes all of temperate 
western North America. They are an important and rather relentless pollinator,and because of 
their resistance to many pesticides they are sometimes the most populous pollinator (even 
outcompeting European Honey Bees in several studies!). 

14 Orsodacne atra Leaf beetle 127C0205A Many species of leaf beetle are considered pests and some act as pollinators. Leaf beetles 
defoliate leaves and damage important crop plants, however, they consume pollen and 
transport from flower to flower often allowing for diverse pollination. 

15 Trichodes ornatus Ornate checkered beetle 112C0022 Checkered beetles are found visiting flowers for pollen rich food, however, this species also 
eats bee larvae of resin, leafcutter, and mason bees. 

16 Vanessa cardui Painted lady butterfly 20B1450 All species of butterfly are pollinators, and this species is the most widespread in the world! It 
can be found everywhere except Australia and Antarctica. This species has eben recorded to 
pollinate more than 100 different plant species!

17 Graphium sarpedon sarpedon Common bluebottle 1B0462 With species of butterflies ranging in a wide variety of colors, blue butterflies are one of the 
most beautiful. This species tends to spend most of it's time near treetops and is very fast 
making it a hard butterfly to catch!

18

Hyles lineata Whitelined Sphinx
1H0375

White-lined sphinx moths (Hyles lineata) are important pollinators. Active Feeders: They are 
frequent, efficient visitors to many garden flowers and wildflowers, especially white or pale 
flowers that stand out at night. Ecological Role: They are highly active pollinators, particularly 
for evening primrose,, , and other night-blooming plants.

19 Chrysiridia rhipheus Madagascar sunset moth 27H0002 C. ripheus is one of the most striking of the moth species with its array of beautiful colors. This 
species is poisonous and is the only herbivore of the four plants in the genus Omphalea where 
it gets its toxins. This moth species has been commercially raised for collection and the wings 
were used as earings in the Victorian Era. It has also been featured on a stamp! 

20 Pepsis sp. Tarantula Hawk Wasp 63J---- Adult Pepsis wasps are nectarivorous, meaning they get most of their energy from pollen and 
nectar. As they eat, tarantula hawks serve as important pollinators for many desert plants.

21 Eristalis arbustorum Drone fly 41D0008A Many species of hoverfly and syrphid fly pollinate flowers. This is because they get their food 
from the flower! This specific species is a mimic of a drone honey bee, allowing for it to be 
unharmed as it forages for food. 

22 Culex pipiens Northern House Mosquito 9D0024MA Although mosquitos get a bad rap for their annoying and sometimes deadly bite, many 
mosquitos also act as pollinators! While the female feeds on blood, males feed on nectar. Many 
Culex mosquitos are even pollinators of orchids. 


